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H I S T O R Y O F C A N A D A . 

revenue arising from customs, excise, etc. In the course of a few years 
certain financial readjustments which local circumstances seemed to 
call for were made in the case of both Nova Scotia and of New Brunswick. 

In the old province of Canada the extinction of the Hudson's Bay 
Company's claims in Rupert's Land and the Northwest, and the acquisi
tion and organization of those vast territories had at different times 
occupied the attention of the Government and Legislature. In the year 
1856 the subject was much debated in the Press, and in 1857 Chief 
Justice Draper was sent to England to discuss the matter. In the Speech 
from the Throne in the year following the Governor General said: 
"Correspondence in relation to the Hudson's Bay Company and its 
territory will be laid before you. It will be for you to consider the 
propositions made by Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies 
to the Company and to weigh well the bearings of these propositions 
on the interests and rights of Canada. Papers will also be submitted 
to you showing clearly the steps taken by the Provincial Government for 
the assertion of those interests and rights and for their future mainte
nance." 

It was not however till Confederation had been accomplished 
that definite action was taken by the Legislature of Canada in relation 
to this very important matter. In the first session of the Dominion 
Parliament an address to the Queen was adopted embodying certain 
resolutions that had been moved by the Hon. William McDougall. 
Messrs. McDougall and Cartier were sent to England to follow the matter 
up, and after some months of negotiation they succeeded in arranging 
for the transfer on satisfactory terms. 

The first province formed out of the ceded territory was Manitoba. 
It is needless here to enter into the difficulties arising from the apprehen
sions of the half-breed population that certain rights regarded by them 
as prescriptive would not be duly protected, which retarded for some 
months the accession of the new province to the Dominion. An ex
peditionary force under Sir Garnet (later Field Marshal Viscount) 
Wolseley was sent to the disturbed region, but before its arrival at Fort 
Garry (September 2L 1870) all opposition had ceased. The date of 
the legal creation of the province was July 15, 1870. On the same date 
the Northwest Territories were placed under a territorial government. 
The subsequent development of the whole western region, the enlarge
ment (twice) of the limits of Manitoba, the creation out of the Northwest 
Territories of the two provinces of Saskatchewan and Alberta and of the 
Yukon Territory are matters within recent memory. The six maps 
on pages 19 to 21 illustrate the political development of Canada from 
1841 to the present time. 


